
 

Fuerzas Unidas 

Fuerzas Unidas, an organization ostensibly aimed at increasing availability of public sector 

services for Spanish-speaking families with disabled family members, received its second-ever 

grant from the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) in the most recent grants 

list (FY 2020-2021) of $50,000 for “Disability Rights,” raising the all-time total of CCHD 

contributions to Fuerzas Unidas to $75,000. 

In direct violation of CCHD grant guidelines, Feurzas Unidas actively participated in a pro-

homosexual, pro-transgender festival, and is a member of prohibited coalitions because they are 

involved in the promotion of activities contrary to Catholic moral teaching. 

On June 1, 2021, Fuerzas Unidas celebrated "Pride Month," saying, "Happy Pride Month! As 

you celebrate the people you love, honor them by helping to preserve California as a place to call 

home for years to come."

https://www.fuerzasunidas.org/who-we-are
https://www.fuerzasunidas.org/who-we-are
https://www.usccb.org/resources/CCHD-Grantees-2020-2021.pdf


 
On June 2, 2021, Fuerzas Unidas actively promoted its participation in the “Lodi Pride Festival” 

in Lodi, CA, saying “Come join us on June 5th! Fuerzas Unidas leaders will be offering 

informational materials about Time of Use. #KeepItGolden”

https://www.facebook.com/FuerzasUnidasGamalielAffiliate/posts/pfbid02kdeDyXrNyCJcW7eqW182874oVjyGEANQXcrafaLrjmxKMExSEHd37tb3rb8pspjXl


 
The Lodi Pride Festival was organized and put on by an organization called “A New Lodi”: 

https://anewlodi.wixsite.com/buildingbridges


“A New Lodi is a local non-profit organization, [sic] which focuses on improving the policies of 

local government, amplifying voices from the BIPOC (Black Indigenous People of Color), 

migrant, and LGBTQIA+ communities, building relationships and spreading awareness through 

community events, and breaking down walls; all working towards building bridges towards an 

inclusive community where everyone is accepted.” 

This event was advertised as a “family friendly” pride festival, offering "story time, games, pop-

up play family area."

 
With children present, the Lodi Pride Festival featured a “drag hour," giving the stage to 

demonically-dressed men pretending to be women.

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=283976033420759&set=pb.100065030100553.-2207520000.
https://www.facebook.com/110029870815377/photos/pb.100065030100553.-2207520000./295240095627686/?type=3


 
During the "drag hour," performers lip-synced routines in order to “celebrate marginalized 

communities” and “bridging voices of these communities with our local government.”  This is a 

screen-captured still from one of the performances.

 
And another routine:

https://youtu.be/L35ZT6YiZz8
https://anewlodi.wixsite.com/buildingbridges/take-action
https://anewlodi.wixsite.com/buildingbridges/take-action
https://youtu.be/BGsOkiJq6Jg


 
Fuerzas Unidas posted multiple pictures of their involvement at this event, including this one 

showing a rainbow flag on their table and children in the background.

 
This picture more clearly shows the rainbow and transgender flags on Fuerzas Unidas' table, as 

well as a couple of young girls wearing rainbow dresses:

https://www.facebook.com/FuerzasUnidasGamalielAffiliate/photos/1760065814176966
https://www.facebook.com/FuerzasUnidasGamalielAffiliate/photos/1760065924176955


 
In this picture, Fuerzas Unidas Senior Organizer, Erica Fernancez Zamora poses with one of the 

men in women's clothing.

 
In addition to participating in the Lodi Pride Festival, Zamora, reshared this pro-LGBT, pro-

https://www.facebook.com/FuerzasUnidasGamalielAffiliate/photos/1760065907510290
https://www.facebook.com/erica.fernandez3/posts/pfbid06nQogvpmFGso6QkuBN97NU77A7nwbvhew1V3ckBKr1huRPZedvF7gUcBi5R4xhd3l


Abortion rant on Facebook:

 

Member of Pro-Abortion, Pro-LGBT organizations 

The CCHD absolutely forbids organizations from membership in organizations acting against 

Catholic teaching.  In an FAQ on the USCCB website, the CCHD directly answers the question 

about whether grantees may be members of coalitions that oppose Catholic teachings.  In answer, 

the CCHD firmly stated, "CCHD will not fund groups that are knowingly members of coalitions 

that have as part of their organizational purpose or coalition agenda, positions or actions that 

contradict fundamental Catholic moral and social teaching."

https://www.facebook.com/erica.fernandez3/posts/pfbid06nQogvpmFGso6QkuBN97NU77A7nwbvhew1V3ckBKr1huRPZedvF7gUcBi5R4xhd3l
https://www.usccb.org/committees/catholic-campaign-human-development/cchd-frequently-asked-questions#tab--what-about-participation-in-coalitions-for-a-good-purpose-like-better-wages-or-housing-that-include-groups-acting-against-catholic-values-on-other-issues


 
Given this, there is no way CCHD should have provided a grant to the Fuerzas Unidas due to its 

membership in the Gamaliel Foundation. 

According to Fuerzas Unidas's "Who We Are" page: 

“Fuerzas Unidas is an affiliate of Gamaliel of California. Gamaliel of California is a statewide 

network of values-driven, regional organizations that transform communities and create systemic 

change through community organizing. We organize regional power organizations made up of 

institutional members connected through shared values, collective vision, disciplined organizing, 

and direct action to create a powerful platform for the new majority Californians to enter the 

public political arena and seek justice.” 

The CCHD has had run-ins with the Gamaliel Foundation before, most notably when Gamaliel 

lied to the CCHD about its membership with another organization called the Fair Immigration 

Reform Movement (FIRM). 

This screen capture showing Gamaliel’s membership in FIRM came from a document that was 

originally found on the Gamaliel website.  Since the discovery of this document, Gamaliel has 

password protected the page so nobody can see the evidence. 

https://www.fuerzasunidas.org/who-we-are
https://lepantoin.org/the-marxist-core-of-the-catholic-campaign-for-human-development/
https://lepantoin.org/the-marxist-core-of-the-catholic-campaign-for-human-development/
https://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/firm-strategy-session/FIRM%20Memberhsip%20Map%202011.pdf


 

 
This screen shot shows that Gamaliel wasn’t just a member of FIRM, but actually sat on its executive 

https://www.fairimmigration.org/who-we-are/


committee (meaning, it was a part of the leadership of FIRM).

 

 

Here’s the problem: as a member of FIRM’s executive committee, Gamaliel participated in 

FIRM’s decision to publicly endorse the legal recognition of same-sex couples.

https://www.fairimmigration.org/who-we-are/
https://www.fairimmigration.org/2010/03/02/firm-calls-for-lgbt-inclusion-in-immigration-reform/


 
In July of 2012, American Life League sent this and other documentation to the CCHD, showing 

that the Gamaliel Foundation is a member of the same-sex ‘marriage’ endorsing FIRM, in 

violation of CCHD grant guidelines.  On August 8, ALL received a letter from one CCHD rep. 

who said that the CCHD discussed this with the Gamaliel Foundation, and Gamaliel informed 

the CCHD that they severed all ties with FIRM in 2010, specifically BECAUSE of the its 

position on homosexuality. In fact, Gamaliel went so far as to provide the CCHD with a copy of 

a letter it claims it sent to FIRM in 2010, explaining that it no longer wishes to be a member, 

along with the reasons why. 

However, further investigation quickly proved Gamaliel’s claims to be false, showing that 

Gamaliel lied to the CCHD.  The following information was extracted from Gamaliel’s OWN 

website.  Bear in mind that Gamaliel told CCHD that they severed ties with FIRM in 2010, so 

there should be no further information connecting the two organizations beyond 2010. 

This list of files under the heading “FIRM Strategy Session,” all dated for the year 2011, were 

found on Gamaliel’s website at this link (which is no longer accessible to the 

public): //news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/cri.html 

https://news.gamaliel.org/documents/CRI/cri.html


 
Each of these items listed was a link to a file.  The first file on the list, labeled “FIRM Contact 

Life – Membership 2011” states that the list is effective December 2011, nearly two years after 

FIRM officially declared its support for the legal recognition of same-sex relationships.  This file 

clearly shows Gamaliel’s Executive Director, Ana Garcia Ashley and Gamaliel’s Director of 

Civil Rights and Immigrants, Juan Soto, as member contacts for 2011. 

 

This file, titled, “List of current FIRM member organizations plus brief descriptions 2011,” contains an 

entry for the Gamaliel Foundation (which is not supposed to be a member at this time, remember), 

indicating that Gamaliel is a founding member of FIRM and currently sits in EC, which means Executive 

Committee. 

 

This is a screen capture of a google group entry for FIRM. This entry gives a set of meeting minutes from 

a monthly conference call that took place on December 9, 2011. Note that Ana Garcia-Ashley of the 



Gamaliel Foundation is listed as a participant on the call.

 

On the same page is a statement that 18 organizations were nominated for membership on the 

executive committee for 2012, and one of those organizations is the Gamaliel Foundation.

 
Simply put, there is no way around the fact that Gamaliel lied to the CCHD about its relationship 

with FIRM. The supposed 2010 letter Gamaliel claims to have sent to FIRM “severing all ties” is 

a complete fabrication. Gamaliel could not have severed all ties with FIRM while its own files 

on its own website indicate continued membership throughout the year 2011, and a group 

communication shows that Gamaliel was nominated for the executive committee for 2012. The 

Gamaliel Foundation lied to the CCHD. 



But even today, Gamaliel is involved in activities forbidden by the CCHD.  Currently, Gamaliel 

is  a dues-paying member of the National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy (NCRP), who 

strongly supports pro-abortion policies and reforms, as seen in their “factsheet” published in 

January of 2021:

 
In March of 2021, NCRP leadership made it clear that access to abortion was a primary focus 

area of its work in an article titled, “It’s Time for Philanthropy to Think Differently about 

Reproductive Access.”  In the article, NCRP equated abortion with “economic justice, racial 

justice, immigrant rights and health equity,” saying: 

"Reproductive rights – and the availability of safe, legal and accessible abortions — are 

inexorably intertwined with economic justice, racial justice, immigrant rights and health equity. 

So is the expectation of safety – mental and physical. 

Who gets to make which choices –– or gets a choice at all –– is a structural issue. 

NCRP’s new focus on reproductive access and gendered violence in our Movement Investment 

Project continues our efforts in increasing philanthropic support for frontline groups combatting 

the structures that stand in the way of social justice." 

https://lepantoin.org/32-catholic-funded-agencies-tied-to-pro-abortion-initiative/
http://bjn9t2lhlni2dhd5hvym7llj-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Abortion-Access-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.ncrp.org/initiatives/movement-investment-project/our-active-movement-areas/reproductive-access-gendered-violence-movement/ragv-a-message-from-ncrps-leadership
https://www.ncrp.org/initiatives/movement-investment-project/our-active-movement-areas/reproductive-access-gendered-violence-movement/ragv-a-message-from-ncrps-leadership


Most recently, NCRP called for the funding of abortion clinics in the wake of the overturning of 

Roe v. Wade, saying: 

"The Supreme Court’s controversial, but predictable decision to disregard precedent and 

overturn the landmark 1973 Roe vs. Wade case is a disastrous validation of the danger of 

ignoring frontline voices." 

 

Conclusion 

Fuerzas Unidas is in active violation of CCHD grant guidelines on direct actions against Catholic 

moral teaching, and in membership with an organization that is involved in similar activity. 

 

https://www.ncrp.org/news/roe-decision-a-wake-up-call-for-philanthropy

